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     The Diary

HYDREF / OCTOBER

1
Plas y Mor Communion in Plas y Mor, 18.00

2
Harvest Supper in Holy Trinity Church Hall, 18.00

6
St Davids Diocesan Conference in St David’s University College, Lampeter

7
Sul y Cynhaeaf ym Mhorth Tywyn / Harvest Sunday in Burry Port

8
Home Communions around the Parish

14
Y Unfed Sul ar Bymtheg wedi’r Drindod / The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

14
Burry Port Sub-Council Afternoon Meeting in the Vicarage, 12.45-16.30

15
PCC Meeting in St Mary’s, 19.30

21
Yr Ugeinfed Sul wedi’r Drindod / The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

28
Simon & Jude

31
Quinquennial Inspection in Burry Port, 12.00 noon.

TACHWEDD / NOVEMBER

4
Yr Ail Sul ar Hugain Wedi’r Drindod / The Twenty Second Sunday after Trinity

5
Plas y Mor Communion in Plas y Mor, 18.00

7
St Mary’s Social Evening in Al Italia, Llanelli, 19.30

11
Sul y Cofio / Remembrance Sunday – Services on this day are as follows:


09.00 The Pwll Eucharist


10.15 Prayers at Royal British Legion Headquarters, Burry Port


10.30 Prayers at Cenotaph, Memorial Gardens, Burry Port


11.00 Remembrance Service in St Mary’s Parish Church, Burry Port


14.30 Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph in Pwll


18.00 Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port

12 
Home Communions in the Parish

16
Pwll Christmas Fayre in Holy Trinity Church Hall, 17.00

17
Archbishop of Wales’Awards Ceremony, Bangor Cathedral, 14.00

18
Yr Pedwerydd Sul ar Hugain Wedi’r Drindod / The Twenty Fourth Sunday after Trinity

25 
Yr Pumed Sul ar Hugain Wedi’r Drindod / The Twenty Fifth Sunday after Trinity
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Newsletter & Diary

Rhif / Number 7:

Hydref & Tachwedd / Oct & Nov 2007

On my left arm, just underneath my elbow, I have a war wound. It was inflicted by Steven Stubbs when I was just six years old. Now I’m sure you would find it difficult to believe that I was capable of doing anything to provoke him to lunging across the classroom table and stabbing me with his HB pencil but I remember the consequences well. He was sent to stand in the corner of the room and I was told to forgive and forget.

Sometimes as adults we have to unlearn the lessons of our childhood: forgive, yes of course (if we can) but forget; this is often impossible. If the small scar beneath my left elbow reminds me of an insignificant squabble in a junior school classroom thirty years ago, much more will the physical and mental scars of those who have fought for country and for peace remind them on a daily basis of how impossible it is to forget.

And we shouldn’t. To forget is to make a mockery of sin and the depth of suffering that human beings are capable of inflicting upon each other. The monument to those killed at Auschwitz reads ‘O earth cover not their blood’. Indeed, Sir Basil Spence designed the new Cathedral in Coventry around the ruins of the old, bombed in WW2, to make the same powerful point: that this atrocity should never, never be forgotten.

And yet whilst we acknowledge the difficulty in forgetting the perpetrators who trespass against us, we might also at the same time acknowledge how difficult it can be to forgive too. In my heart, I can face God and say I have totally forgiven Steven Stubbs for his violence against me, but I question whether I can forgive the perpetrators of 9/11 or even the completely heartless abductors of Madeleine McCann.

As we face Remembrance Sunday, we might ask God ‘how do I forgive Lord?’    Perhaps we need to pray for the grace to do this but 
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perhaps, just perhaps, in cases where our forgiveness reaches as far as it will stretch, forgiveness needs to be an act of faith too; 

‘Lord I forgive, help my unforgiveness’.
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   The Parish Noticeboard

Harvest Sunday in Holy Trinity: 30 September

9.00am Family Harvest Eucharist (as this is a Fifth Sunday of the month it is also a combined service for the Parish – please note there is NO service in St Mary’s this am)

5.00pm Harvest Evensong with guest preacher (The Revd Ceri Davies, Llanelli) 

Harvest Sunday in St Mary’s: 7 October

10.30am Family Harvest Eucharist.

6.00pm Harvest Evensong with guest preacher (Canon Aled Griffiths, Llangynnwr).    St Marys will be decorated on Saturday 6th at 9.00am. Please help if you can.               All donations of fruits, flowers and greenery will be much appreciated.
Bible Study

I am running a four week course on St Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians (Tuesday 16 October; Tuesday 23 October; Tuesday 30 October and Tuesday 6 November).     They will all take place from 7.30-8.45 in the Vicarage. These will not be highbrow academic sessions but an opportunity for us to look at one of the shorter books of the New Testament and ask about its relevance for us today. All welcome – come along!

Sunday Club in St Mary’s

Having completed work to the vestry in St Mary’s and put together a Parish Child Protection Policy, preparations are now in hand to launch a Sunday Club to run alongside the Parish Eucharist. Louise would be extremely grateful if anyone who was interested in sending children or occasionally helping with this, would come along to a little get together at the Vicarage on Monday 22 October at 7.30pm.
Confirmation

Advance notice that the Bishop will be with us in 2008 for a Confirmation in St Mary’s on Sunday 23 November at 10.30am. I would be grateful if those children and adults wishing to be confirmed at this service would let me have their names in due course.  Confirmation prep will take place for adults on a Tuesday evening beginning on 9 September 2008 and for children on a Thursday evening beginning 11 September 2008.
Sponsored Walk and Sponsored Cycle

Huge thanks to all who helped with the Sponsored Walk and Sponsored Cycle last month. We raised over £800 on the Sponsored Walk (monies for the Sponsored Cycle not yet all in). A huge thank you to all who worked so hard for both these events.

Keedo

Louise is holding a Keedo party at the Vicarage on 12 October at 7.30pm. Keedo is an ethically based company that sells childrens clothing. All welcome.
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 From the Registers

BAPTISMS… We welcome you, we welcome you
Oliver Jenkins, 85 Hill Top, Swiss Valley (SM, 19 August)

Shardannay Mali Pellow, 24 Glanmor Terrace, Burry Port (SM, 19 August)

Dakota Chloe Evans, 30 Mansel Street, Burry Port (SM, 26 August)

Bronwen Emily Williams, 39 Bryn y Mor, Burry Port (SM, 26 August)

Alice Lian Dean, 21 Brynhyfryd, Burry Port (SM, 16 September)

Alfie Thomas Rees, 6 Maes yr Awel, Pembrey (HT, 16 September)

Cai Rhys Jewell, 5 Penllech, Pwll (HT, 16 September)

WEDDINGS…This is my commandment, Love one another as I have loved You.
Francis Edward Alphonse Bacon & Jennifer Elizabeth Broughton (SM, 4 August)

Steffan Prys Rogers & Laura Evans (SM, 10 August)

Kevin Wyn Jones & Helen Louise Rudd (SM, 17 August)

Robert David Gwenter & Angharad Samuel (HT, 18 August)

Matthew Paul Morris & Mary Emma Bowler (SM, 9 September)

FUNERALS…May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Alois Franek (aged 88) (Llanelli Crematorium, 26 July)
Steven Philip Vranges (aged 32) 23 George St, Church Gresley, Derby (SM, 11 Sept)

News from St Mary’s

Following the postponement of the Sub-Council Away Afternoon in July, this has now been rescheduled for Sunday 14 October from 12.45-16.30 at the Vicarage. I would be grateful if as many members of the Council as possible could support this meeting.

Huge thanks to the men who helped with the Belfry clean on 2 September. We were advised by the Bell specialists last year that this work needed doing to avoid any decay. Our shower was filthy afterwards! A job well done. Diolch o galon i chi i gyd.

Since we do not at present have a caretaker, I would like to propose an ‘autumn clean’ in church. If you can lend a hand on 10 November from 10.00am please come along.

News from Holy Trinity

The Diocesan Advisory Committee has finally considered the faculty application that we submitted to install new windows in Holy Trinity and has decided in favour of replacing the existing windows with UPVC frames. We hope this work will start asap.

From the Bishop…

The Bishop is asking us all to make a marker in our diaries for 5 July 2008. The Diocese is staging a large event at the Showground in Carmarthen called CATALYST. There will be displays, entertainment, competitions, activities and opportunities for all tastes, interests and enthusiasms concluding with worship and a celebration. Please put this event in your diaries and do your best to support it. More details to follow. 
R Paul Davies, Vicar   01554 832936  plglldavies@btinternet.com


J Eldon Phillips, Associate Priest   01554 744770  � HYPERLINK "mailto:reveldon@btinternet.com" ��reveldon@btinternet.com�


Elaine Unsted, Parish Administrator   01554 750209  Elaine@unsted.com











