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     The Diary
2
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port 


        Adfent 1

10.30  Christian Aid Service in Bethlehem Chapel, Pwll


10.30  All Age Parish Eucharist / Offeren y Plwyf in Burry Port


18.00  Choral Evensong in Burry Port

3
18.00  Monthly Plas y Mor Communion


19.00  Pwll Mothers’ Union: Christmas Decoration Demonstration

6
19.30  Service of Celebration for Departed Loved Ones in Burry Port

9
09.00  The Pwll Eucharist 




        Adfent 2

10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port


18.00  Celebration of 130 years of St Mary’s

10
Home Communions in the Parish

12
19.30  MU Carol Service in Burry Port


19.30  St Mary’s Men’s Fellowship Christmas Dinner 

16
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port


        Adfent 3

09.00  The Pwll Eucharist


10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist


17.00  Nine Lessons & Carols in Pwll


18.00  Nine Lessons & Carols in Burry Port

23
09.00  The Pwll Eucharist




        Adfent 4

10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port


16.00  Christingle in Pwll


17.00  Christingle in Burry Port

24
23.30  The Midnight Mass in Burry Port


Christmas Eve
25
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port 
 
   CHRISTMAS DAY

09.00  The Christmas Eucharist in Pwll



10.30  The Christmas Eucharist in Burry Port

26
10.15  Midweek Eucharist in Burry Port

        Feast of St Stephen
30
10.30 United Parish Eucharist in Burry Port (5th Sunday)
   Christmas 1

18.00 Carols around the Tree in Burry Port

31
23.30 The Last Office of 2007 (Compline) in Burry Port           New Year’s Eve
Followed by ringing in of the New Year in the Belfry
 

Burry Port  Porth Tywyn & Pwll

Newyddion & Dyddiadur

Newsletter & Diary

Rhif / Number 8:

Nadolig / Christmas 2007

December is a month of birthdays for us.

On Sunday 9 December, our Parish Church celebrates its 130th birthday. St Mary’s, an exceptional gift to the people of Burry Port by the Elkington Family, was opened and dedicated by the Rt Revd Basil Jones, Bishop of St Davids, on 9 December 1877.      

We are celebrating this gift and the service of St Mary’s in and to the community and parish of Burry Port with Pwll in two ways. Firstly, with a special celebratory musical evening at 6.00pm on 9 December which will feature the Llanelli choir Lleisiau’r Llan and at which we will dedicate our two new parish hymnals Common Praise and Perlau Moliant (The latter of which has been compiled especially by the parish for the use of the parish).    Do come along and enjoy what promises to be an uplifting evening. We are, however, also marking this milestone by looking not only to the past in celebration but to the future with excitement. Whilst St Mary’s is in need of some degree of repair, we are using this opportunity to ask ourselves how the building might best continue to serve this parish into the twenty-first century and beyond. Our redevelopment project might be in its embryonic stage but it has begun and I am grateful to all who are working hard in this early process.

The second and by far most important birthday which we celebrate in this month is that of Jesus Christ. It is the birthday of all birthdays. In and through God becoming human, you and I are gloriously and mysteriously drawn into the life and love of the triune God.   There is no other response to the Incarnation but worship. I do hope and pray that in the midst of this busy season, you will make use of the many opportunities in the parish to join creation in rejoicing gratuitously for the gift of God himself.

Wishing you all a blessed Advent;

a peaceful and joyous Christmas

and a happy and healthy new year
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R Paul Davies, Vicar
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   The Parish Noticeboard

Christian Aid: First Sunday in Advent in Pwll

Please note that on 2 December there will be no morning Eucharist in Holy Trinity in support of the United Christian Aid service that takes place this year at 10.30am in Bethlehem Chapel. Please support this event if you can.

Christingle Services
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Please encourage your children and grandchildren to come along to these services which are geared specifically to reminding children of the true meaning and significance of Christmas. This year, they will be held on:

Sunday 23 December

4.00pm @ Holy Trinity Church, Pwll

5.00pm @ St Mary’s Parish Church, Burry Port

Croeso Cynnes Iawn i Bawb

St Mary’s Sunday Club

The St Mary’s Sunday Club for Children will begin in January (first Sunday 13 January) and will run alongside the Sunday Eucharist in St Mary’s. Parents are welcome to drop off children at 10.25 and collect them at 11.30 or stay for the service. I am delighted with the response for help but there is always room for more helpers. If you feel you might be able to help on rota (just once every two months) please speak to Louise on 832936. Please encourage your children  and grandchildren to come along to Sunday Club.

New Lectionary

From the beginning of the New Church Year (on Advent Sunday) our churches in Burry Port and Pwll will cease to use the Green Prayer Books for our Readings at Services (except the 8.00am Holy Communion in Burry Port which will continue to use the BCP). This is because a new Lectionary was devised almost 10 years ago which is much better than the present one and the Church in Wales has been encouraging parishes to use the new Common Worship Lectionary (CWL) for many years now for the following reasons:

1 The CWL attempts to help us read the whole Bible in three years (as opposed to a very small selection of it in the Green Book)

2 The CWL is used not just by the Anglican Church but other denominations too (If you go to Church when you are on holiday you will probably find it used there too)

3 There are a huge number of resources that go hand in hand with the RCL not just for worship but for Study Groups / Sunday Schools etc.

One of the biggest changes for us from the BCP is that we will not have the readings to follow in our Prayer Books. This does not, however, stop us bringing a Bible if we wish to.
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 From the Registers

BAPTISMS… We welcome you, we welcome you
Ava Medi Lloyd, 4 Elgin Road, Pwll (HT, 30 September)

Elin Haf Davies, 9 Ar y Bryn, Penbre (SM, 28 Hydref)

WEDDINGS…This is my commandment, Love one another as I have loved You.
James Fenton Marr & Wendy Elizabeth Pigott (HT, 27 October)

FUNERALS…May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Meirwen Averinah Richards, 27 Plas y Mor, Burry Port (SC, 19 September)
Herbert Dowding, 99 Elkinkton Road, Burry Port (LlC, 25 September)
Edna Lewis, 10 Isfryn Close, Burry Port (LlC, 15 October)

Barry James Wenman, Rhandir Delyn, Cwmifor Road, Burry Port (SM, 24 October)

News from St Mary’s

Following the purchase of the new Hymn Book    Common Praise in the parish earlier this year, the St Mary’s Sub Council identified the need for a new Welsh language Hymn Book. After some research into those Welsh hymn books currently on the market, the Vicar and Welsh congregation decided they would be best served by putting together their own book – including favourite hymns of the congregation and hymns written and translated within the parish. The book will be launched on 9 December and we hope that it will receive a warm welcome into the liturgy of both churches. Diolch i bawb sydd wedi helpu gyda’r project yma yn enwedig Enfys Tanner a Brenda Lewis.

Service of Celebration for Departed Loved Ones

For the first time in the parish, with the support of Eric James Funeral Directors, the parish is holding a special act of worship on 6 December at 7.30pm to remember at this time of year those loved ones who worship ‘on another shore and in a greater light’. There is a very warm welcome to anyone who would like to come along to this service.
News from Holy Trinity

The Aumbry has now been fitted in the North wall of the Sanctuary of Holy Trinity. We are enormously grateful to Brenda Watts for this gift and also to Stuart Moore for giving of his time and expertise in fitting it for us.

From the Bishop…

The Bishop is asking us all to make a marker in our diaries for 5 July 2008. The Diocese is staging a large event at the Showground in Carmarthen called CATALYST. Please put this event in your diaries and do your best to support it. More details to follow. 






