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     The Diary

CHWEFROR / FEBRUARY

3
Candlemas Sunday (First Sunday in the Month)


(Special Celebration of Candlemas in St Marys at 18.00)

4
Communion in Plas y Mor, 18.00


Pwll MU: Talk by the Vicar, 19.30

6
ASH WEDNESDAY


Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes in Burry Port, 18.30


Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes in Burry Port, 19.30

7
Meeting for all who work with children in parish at Holy Trinity Hall, 19.30

10
Garawys / Lent 1 (Second Sunday in the Month)

11
Home Communions in the Parish

13
Compline & Address in Holy Trinity, 19.00

14
Compline & Address in Burry Port, 19.30

17
Garawys / Lent 2 (Third Sunday in the Month)

20
Compline & Address in Holy Trinity, 19.00

21
Compline & Address in Burry Port, 19.30

24
Garawys / Lent 3 (Fourth Sunday in the Month)

25
Burry Port Sub Council in St Mary’s, 19.30

27
Compline & Address in Holy Trinity, 19.00

28
Compline & Address in Burry Port, 19.30

MAWRTH / MARCH

2
Sul y Mamau / Mothering Sunday (First Sunday in the Month)

3
Communion at Plas y Mor, 18.00


Pwll MU: Talk by Mrs Lyneth Goulstone, 19.30

5
Compline & Address in Holy Trinity, 19.00

6
Compline & Address in Burry Port, 19.30

8
Spring Clean in St Mary’s – 09.30


Concert by Llanelli Chamber Orchestra in St Mary’s (19.00 tbc)

9
Sul y Dioddefaint / Passion Sunday (Second Sunday in the Month)

12
Compline & Address in Holy Trinity, 19.00

13
Compline & Address in Burry Port, 19.30
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Newsletter & Diary

Rhif / Number 9:

Y Garawys / Lent 2008

T

he year 2008 began on a wonderfully joyous note as seventeen of us gathered in the Belfry of St Mary’s to ‘Ring in the New Year’. It was the first time that St Mary’s bells had been ‘rung’ properly as opposed to ‘chimed’ for over twenty years.     As the Church proclaimed God’s New Year of Grace so melodiously over the town,    I instinctively thought of Dag Hammarskjöld’s words:


For all that has been, thanks; for all that will be, yes!

For me, this phrase is very much at the heart of what it means to be a ‘Eucharistic People’. As a parish, our worship is centred around the Eucharist and we must remind ourselves that the word ‘Eucharist’ comes from the Greek ‘’ which simply means ‘thanksgiving’. At this principal act of worship in our parish, we look back and give thanks to God for the gift of himself, poured out in the Last Supper and all that was represented within it; we celebrate his presence with us made tangible in word and in sacrament; and, through this foretaste of the heavenly banquet, look forward to sharing with him in the glory of his kingdom.

During Lent, we will once again observe the extra discipline of praying together in the mid-week (in Pwll on a Wednesday evening at 7.00pm and in Burry Port on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm). We will use the ancient and beautiful office of Compline which will be followed each week by some thoughts and reflections on the Eucharist; its importance to us one of the greatest gifts to the church; and how it both bestows upon us abundant grace and a pattern for Christian living. 

I do hope that as many as possible will make use of these extra devotions to prepare ourselves for the festival of all festivals.

With every blessing
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   The Parish Noticeboard

Sunday Club in St Mary’s

Sunday Club in St Mary’s is now up and running alongside the Sunday Morning Eucharist. Please encourage children to come along and take part in the Christian nurture that we promise them at Baptism. More details from Louise at the Vicarage.

Pwll Mothers’ Union

I am delighted that Mrs Margaret Howells has accepted my appointment as the new Enrolling Member of Pwll Mothers’ Union and Mrs Eiryl Williams has agreed to serve as Deputy Enrolling Member. Both take effect from 7 February.

Burry Port Mothers’ Union

I am delighted that Mrs Glynis Sage has accepted my appointment as the new Enrolling Member of Burry Port Mothers’ Union and Mrs Janice Williams has agreed to serve as Deputy Enrolling Member. Both take effect from 7 February.

St Mary’s Men’s Fellowship

Peter Murawski (the new Chairman of the Men’s Fellowship at St Mary’s) has produced an exciting new programme of events for 2008. A copy of the programme is available from Peter on 833501.  All are welcome to any of our meetings.

Bible Readings at Sunday Worship

We have produced a list of all the Sunday Readings for the year. If you would like to know what Bible readings we are using each Sunday (it is very good practice to read them before the service), a mini copy of the lectionary is available from each church.

Confirmation in the Parish

Advance notice that the Bishop will be with us in 2008 for a Confirmation in St Mary’s on Sunday 23 November at 10.30am.  I would be grateful to have the names of any adults or children who think they might like to be confirmed at this service.

Meeting for all who help with Children in the Parish

The final meeting in the process of complying with our Child Protection Policy will take place in Holy Trinity Hall on Thursday 7 February at 19.30. It would be hugely helpful if all Sunday School / Sunday Club helpers could attend this meeting.

From Bishop Carl

The Bishop is asking us all to make a marker in our diaries for 5 July 2008. The Diocese is staging a large event at the Showground in Carmarthen called CATALYST. Please put this event in your diaries and do your best to support it. Details to follow. 
Surrogate

The Bishop has appointed Paul to be the new Surrogate for the issuing of Marriage Licences in our part of the Diocese – took effect from last November.
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 From the Registers

FUNERALS…May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Mary Evelyn Jane Thomas (aged 90) Moreb Lodge, Burry Port (SM, 13 November)

Phyllis Marina Bayliss (aged 71) 22 Brynilltyd, Burry Port (SM, 3 December)

Vincent Norton (aged 81) 13 Iscoed Stradey, Llanelli (LlC, 9 December)

David John Glyndwr Roberts (aged 88) 76 Tan y Coed, Burry Port (SM, 17 December)

Terence Rees (aged ) 33 Cae Llwydcoed, Broadlands, Bridgend (SM, 2 January)

Elizabeth Jones (aged 93) 45 Tyle Teg, Burry Port (BPC, 7 January)

Ron Davies (aged 81) 21 Tirwaun, Burry Port (SM, 9 January)

News from St Mary’s

I am delighted that the PCC have supported Graham Fisher in his exploration of a possible call to ministry as a Lay Reader. As part of the process of discernment, Graham will be taking a more active role in leading worship. Our prayers are with him.

Please note that the list for Altar flowers is once again on the Churchwardens Table. Those wishing to donate flowers for particular Sundays are invited to sign their names against the respective dates. Keys may be borrowed to enter church for arranging.

Following the success of the ‘Autumn Clean’ in church, I have arranged a ‘Spring Clean’ for Sat 8 March from 9.30am. It would be good if as many people as possible helped so that ‘many hands make light work’ and the church is clean for Easter Day.

News from Holy Trinity

Our heartfelt thanks go to Helen and the Sunday School for their hard work in renewing the Children’s Corner at Holy Trinity. The chose as a theme ‘Noah’s Ark’ and the result has injected some welcome colour to the back of the Nave! Diolch o galon.

As an experiment, every two months we are introducing a Children’s service in Holy Trinity in the 5.00pm slot on the fourth Sunday of the month. The first will begin with the Dedication of the New Children’s Corner on 27 January at 5.00pm. All welcome.

By the time this goes to press, it is hoped that all the windows at Holy Trinity will have been replaced. My apologies for any disruption caused whilst the work was in progress – with no draughts and a super new heating system, we shall all be very cosy!

The Area Dean

It was with sadness that we learned of the resignation of the Revd Hugh James as our Area Dean at the end of last year. Hugh has been a great friend to this parish and we are very grateful to him for his loyalty and support. In succession to Hugh, the Bishop has appointed the Revd Peter Jones, Vicar of Llangennech & Hendy, to be our new Area Dean. Peter will be licensed in Llangennech Church on Monday 4 February at 7.00pm. There is a warm welcome to anyone who would like to attend this service.   We assure Peter of our best wishes and support as he begins this new role in our midst.
R Paul Davies, Vicar   01554 832936  plglldavies@btinternet.com


J Eldon Phillips, Associate Priest   01554 744770  � HYPERLINK "mailto:reveldon@btinternet.com" ��reveldon@btinternet.com�


Elaine Unsted, Parish Administrator   01554 750209  elaine@unsted.com











