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1
18.00  Monthly Plas y Mor Communion


19.00  Pwll Mothers’ Union: Christmas Decoration Demonstration

4
19.30  Service of Celebration for Departed Loved Ones in Burry Port

7
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port


        Adfent 2
09.00  The Pwll Eucharist 

10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port


18.00  Anniversary Evensong & Sermon in St Mary’s

8
Home Communions in the Parish

10
10.15  Midweek Eucharist in Burry Port

19.30  MU Carol Service in Burry Port 

14
09.00  The Pwll Eucharist




        Adfent 3

10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port


17.00  Nine Lessons & Carols in Pwll


18.00  Nine Lessons & Carols in Burry Port

17
19.00  Burry Port Junior School Christmas Concert & Carol Service


19.30  St Mary’s Men’s Fellowship Christmas Dinner

21
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port


        Adfent 4
09.00  The Pwll Eucharist

10.30  Offeren y Plwyf / The Parish Eucharist in Burry Port


16.00  Christingle in Pwll


17.00  Christingle in Burry Port

24
10.15  Midweek Eucharist in Burry Port


Christmas Eve
23.30  The Midnight Mass in Burry Port
25
08.00  Holy Communion in Burry Port 
 
   CHRISTMAS DAY

09.00  The Christmas Eucharist in Pwll



10.30  The Christmas Eucharist in Burry Port

28
09.00 The Pwll Eucharist


10.30 Offeren y Plwyf  Parish Eucharist in Burry Port 

   Christmas 1

18.00 Carols around the Tree in Burry Port

31
10.15  Midweek Eucharist in Burry Port

23.30 The Last Office of 2007 (Compline) in Burry Port           New Year’s Eve
Followed by ringing in of the New Year in the Belfry
 
Burry Port  Porth Tywyn & Pwll

Newyddion & Dyddiadur y Ficer
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Vicar’s Newsletter & Diary

Rhif / Number 13:

Nadolig / Christmas 2008
According to the Daily Mail that my parents in law left on our coffee table after their recent visit, this Christmas is predicted to be disastrous; “Sky high bills and the steepest house price falls in decades have already put unprecedented strain on household budgets this year. But with the crisis now threatening to push Britain into a deep recession, the festive season promises to be a complete washout. Nick Bubb at broker Pali International said ‘Aside from food retailers, this could be the worst Christmas ever on the High Street”.

The economic crisis this year has been bewildering for both economists and lay people. One of the questions that has been thrown around is ‘who is to blame for all this chaos in the financial system?'.  Robert Reich of the University of California at Berkeley says ‘greedy bankers’. He goes on to say that some greed is necessary to keep capitalism going but too much greed will bring it down. But greedy bankers are only part of the problem. Bankers are bound to be greedy, not because they are bankers but because they are human beings.

The reality is that most of us enjoy a lifestyle and comfort that our grandparents could hardly imagine. If they could glimpse the number of toys my children seem to aquire. What will Christmas look like for our grandchildren I wonder? And yet most of us don’t consider ourselves to be very rich at all. That’s a very large part of the problem. We never think we are rich so long as we focus on those who are wealthier than us. For capitalism to work, of course, this is how we must think. We must all aspire to be just a bit wealthier.

Whilst the credit crunch will affect us all in ways that we’d rather it didn’t, my prayer is that it will help expose the myth that the more we spend on Christmas the better it will be.      If this is set to be, as Simon Duke predicts, the worst Christmas ever on the High Street, perhaps it will encourage us to rediscover the truth that Christmas has its roots not in wealth but in poverty – the poverty that the incarnate God chose to clothe himself with as he was born into the most insecure political and economic climate that one could imagine. 
Wishing you all blessings far greater than Argos can bring – as I pray that the love of the Christ Child will be born anew in each of our hearts this Christmas.
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  The Parish Noticeboard
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Christian Aid: First Sunday in Advent in Pwll

Please note that it is the turn of Holy Trinity Church to host the Christian Aid Service in Pwll this Year. This will be on 7 December at 10.30. (There will be no 9.00 service on this day). Please come along and support this.

Service of Celebration for Departed Loved Ones

After the enormous success of last year’s service, the parish, with the support of Eric James Funeral Directors, is holding another special celebration on 4 December at 7.30pm to remember at this time of year those loved ones who worship ‘on another shore and in a greater light’. Please let Mary Smith know on 832461 know if you would like to attend.
Christingle Services
Please encourage your children and grandchildren to come along to these very special informal services which are geared specifically to reminding children of the true meaning and significance of Christmas. The collection at these services, as usual, goes towards the Diocean Plant Dewi Fund. This year, they will be held on:

Sunday 21 December

4.00pm @ Holy Trinity Church, Pwll

5.00pm @ St Mary’s Parish Church, Burry Port

Croeso Cynnes Iawn i Bawb

New Bishop of St Davids
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I have, on behalf of us all, sent our good wishes and the assurance of our prayers to the Rt Revd Wyn Evans, the new Bishop of St Davids.  Bishop Wyn has spent his entire ministry in our Diocese since his ordination in 1971. Following a time as Minor Canon of the Cathedral, he became Rector of the Llanfallteg group of parishes before spending 12 years as Chaplain and Head of Religious Studies at Trinity College Carmarthen (where he worked with Eldon). For the last 14 years he has served as Dean of the Cathedral (for 10 of those long years, ably assisted by you know who!)  I look forward to the honour of being his Chaplain at the enthronement service in the Cathedral on 6 December at 14.30.

New Vicar of Pembrey and Llandyry

We are all delighted to hear of the appointment of the Revd Dewi Davies as the new Vicar of Pembrey and Llandyry. Dewi is currently Vicar of Tycroes with Saron and Llanedi and will be inducted as Vicar of Pembrey and Llandyry on 13 January. We remember Dewi and our mother and neighbouring parish of Pembrey in our prayers.
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          From the Registers
WEDDINGS…This is my commandment, Love one another as I have loved You.
David Wayne Gravell & Caroline Lloyd (HT, 5 September)

Robert John Morgan & Kelly Elizabeth Moses (SM, 6 September)

Kelvin Douglas Rees & Andrea Wilkie-Rees (SM, 12 September)

FUNERALS…May they rest in peace and rise in glory

John Griffiths (aged 79)  71 New Street, Burry Port  (SM, 22 September) 

Edwin Sydney Ronald Phellps  (aged 83) 12 Pine Tree Close, Burry Port (SM, 29 Sept) 

Evelyn Elizabeth White (aged 78)  69 Dolau Fan Road Burry Port,  (LlC, 1 October)

Peter Jones  (aged 70)  79 Tyle Teg, Burry Port  (BPC, 2 October)

David Protheroe Josie  (aged 45)  Heddfan, Y Graig  (LlC, 10 November)
News from St Mary’s

The last few months have been enormously busy and exciting for St Mary’s. We launched our Campaign with a very memorable service in St Mary’s on 14 September. By the time this goes to press, I hope that most of Phase 1 of the Campaign will be complete. By Christmas our new roof and rainwater goods will make us completely watertight and improve external aesthetics! We are now at the stage of selecting architects for the internal work. It is extremely encouraging that three months into the two year campaign, we are nearly half way to reaching our 300k target. My thanks to all who are working so hard and who have donated so generously towards this Campaign which will help the church serve the needs of the gospel and the people of this place so much better in the 21st century.
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Following the completion of the work on the Tower and the overhaul of the Bells, we have had two visiting bands ring at St Mary’s over the past few months. We hope that, for the first time in 25 years, we will hear the bells ring properly this Christmas! We are very grateful for the assistance of the Probation Service and Julian Lees in this work. We are also very grateful for the gift of £500 from the Diocesan Guild of Bellringers for essential works.
Evening to Celebrate end of Phase 1 of the Campaign

To celebrate the end of Phase 1 of the St Mary’s Campaign, we are having a supper and entertainment evening at the Ashburnham Hotel, Burry Port on Friday 30 January at 19.00. Tickets for this evening will be available in January from Enfys Tanner or Anne Murawski.
News from Holy Trinity

Huge thanks to all who made our Harvest Supper such a success again this year. As well as being a very enjoyable evening, between the Supper and the Autumn Draw we raised over £1000!  I am also pleased to say that we are now in the process of organising a rail for the churchyard and a slightly enlarged parking area outside the main entrance for those who can not walk up the path to be able to drive to the front door.






